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Support access to comprehensive, affordable, compassionate treatment. The Task Force supports a 

comprehensive, multimodal approach to pain management. Similarly, the Task Force emphasizes that 

patients with a substance use disorder must have comprehensive access to treatment, including appropriate 

mental and behavioral health care when needed.  This means that insurance coverage gains must be 

protected and payers and employers need to improve access to non-opioid and non-pharmacologic 

treatment for pain, as well as medication assisted treatment for substance use disorders.
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 > More than 118,000 physicians completing courses on opioid prescribing, pain management,  

    addiction and related areas in 2015-2016.

 > More than 11,000 physicians becoming newly certified to provide office-based medication 

    assisted treatment for opioid use disorders.

 > From 2013-2016, opioid prescriptions decreased national by 14.6 percent—every state in the 

    nation saw a decrease.
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Background



• Put an end to stigma. Patients with chronic pain and patients with a substance use disorder deserve 

comprehensive care and compassion—not judgment. 

• Expand access to naloxone in the community and through co-prescribing. Due in large part to 

medical society advocacy, nearly every state in the country has increased access to naloxone. Now, the 

Task Force urges physicians to co-prescribe naloxone to patients at risk of overdose when clinically 

indicated.  Use of naloxone by first responders has saved tens of thousands of lives.  Statewide standing 

orders have the potential to save thousands more. 

• Encourage safe storage and disposal of prescription medication. The Task Force urges physicians to take 

three simple steps when prescribing medication 1. Talk to your patients and educate them about safe use of 

prescription opioids. 2. Remind your patients that medications should be stored out of reach of children, and 

in a safe place—preferably locked. 3. Talk to your patients about the most appropriate way to dispose of 

expired, unwanted and unused medications. 

Broaden the discussion. The Task Force also understands that unique policies and interventions may be needed for 

special issues related to women, children, the elderly and adolescents. These include treatment and prevention of 

opioid-exposed pregnancies; diagnosis and treatment of neonatal abstinence syndrome; recognizing the unique risks 

and distinct epidemiology of opioid use disorders among the elderly and youth; and focusing on prevention of 

substance use by children and adolescents, as well as the unique issues faced by older adults. Reversing the nation's 

opioid epidemic not only requires a public health approach—the Task Force urges vigilance as new policies are put 

in place so that we can ensure all patients receive the highest level of appropriate, comprehensive and 

comprehensive care.
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